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By Allan Maurer
COLUMBIA, SC—SCRA CEO William T. (“Bill") Mahoney, 56, one of
TechJournal South’s 25 Most Influential people in the Southeast selections in
2008, says that prior to taking the helm at SCRA, he was helping a Boston E Florida-based FTH acquires

software company patch up an application. “It occurred to me that a great final  National Credit Report.com
step in my 30-year career would be to running an organization like SCRA."
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iR Charlotte's RealEstate.com
buys Florida-based New Homes
Reality

£ CED's annual Biotech
Conference to focus on life
science policy

E2 Online sales since Cyber

“To have it turn out to be SCRA was a dream come true.” Monday up 9 percent

i . o B2 Atlanta's OmniVue buys L]
SCRA is a non-stock, tax-exempt applied research and cqmmeruallzatlon Dynamics Navigation practice ®
services company. It currently manages more than 35 national and B ) r
multinational programs worth over $270 million in applied R&D contract value. & Virginia-based Sutron buying ,__& e &
R A It had revenues of $110 million in fiscal 2008, up from $80 million the previous ILEX Engineering £ @
SHOWCASING fiscal year
THE INNO . ER Traffic plummets at travel web [ ]
OF TOMMOR i i sites o0 ®
OF TOMMOR Turning on outward-looking face
UTHEARST “For many years, we were a sleepy, inward-looking, very competent research &2 Gene Therapy Corrects Sickle
institute,” says Mahoney. “The board brought me in to transform us into an Cell Disease
- outward-looking research business in 2005. So far, so good.
HTLHNTH 9 g B2 NC-based Parion Sciences
march 11-12, 2009 “Our basic competency is taking discoveries from the laboratory bench and gets $5M milestone pay il

into commercialization,” says Mahoney. B2 Google declines NC state

incentives, expansion may slow
“We feed revenue by competing for an winning applied research contracts. For
25 years, the company has evaluated early technology solutions, selected the & DC's Carlyle Group slashing
right ones and got them into operation.” staff by 10 percent
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¥ Florida months or so. SCRA has about 35 university partners, including three in South
Carolina, where it also runs the SC Launch! program aimed at stimulating the £ "Future of Wireless" examined

E2 NC-based Integrian sold to
Catalyst report says

When the company signs a contract, he says, clients see results in about 24

&R Georgia

£ Maryland

£% North Carolina
% South Carolina
B2 Tennessee

&R Virginia

E% Washington, DC . . . i
s | VY€ USE a lot of advanced composite materials emerging from Clemson in

_ many of our military applications,” he notes.
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The SC legislature formed SC Launch! in 1983 with a mission to develop
1,500 acres available in the state’s research parks. So far it has placed 47
high tech companies in those parks, accounting for 45,000 jobs with average

knowledge economy in the Palmetto State. at Atlanta Enterprise Forum

Advanced materials one focus i Reston-based Koofers chalks
The company has three locations in SC with 220 employees, including 140 at up $500K of $2M round

its Charleston research center and a group in Columbia and in Anderson, SC, & zanett acquires Florida-based
near Clemson University. PS Golive for up to $1.2M

&% $110 million goes to help
unsnarl Atlanta traffic

E2 Point Lookout Capital Partners
acquires NC-based Tri-Tech

E2 Acquisitions R Atlanta's Gideon Tech doubles

B2 Biotech wages of $55,000 a year, well above the state average. HQ size in new quarters
E% Business Briefs 2 DC-based RepEqui

- \ “ . H pEquity gets
B Columns The real mission of SC Launch! says Mahoney, “Is to bring a knowledge "significant investment"

) economy into being.”
B C Profil
ompany Frofie E: Florida-based Bulova

&% Economic Development 104 startups funded Technologies Group to acquire
E2 Energy Itis supported by the state’s Industry Partners Fund, which allows it to receive BT Acquisition

¥ Events private donations from corporations or individuals who in turn get state tax
B Atlanta's HSW International

i& Government/Defense
% Hardware

% Healthcare

& Internet/New Media
BT

£ Legal

E& Marketing

& Medical Device

incentives for their donations.

With those funds, SC Launch! has funded 104 startups in SC, usually
$200,000 or less. “Sixteen of those have captured $50 million in follow on
venture capital to date,” says Mahoney, “a good yield,” although he admits,

“we’re human. We had two companies fail and two left the state.”

“We do have clawbacks on funding agreements,” he says, “and retain equity if

they leave. But as a track record goes, we're doing pretty well.”

acquires social networking site

E2 NC's ChannelAdvisor says
online holiday sales are robust

2 Dynapar growing in NC,
adding 79 jobs

B2 Questcon Technologies

expanding in Greenshoro, NC

: ’,\\Ts:séch SQ Lauln'ch! aligns many of its investments vyith research chus areas of SC & Maryland-based Micromet

E Peopl universities, such as thos_e advance composites and maten_als coming out of expands committed funding to

= People Clemson, he says, and biomed and pharma advances coming out of the $75M

¥ Pharma Medical University of South Carolina. B ITAC says Cybercrime will be
H SEBIO . . a challenge in 2009

¥ Security Cooperation galvanized success

“We've aligned previously fragmented programs and resources in basic
research into a market focus where SC has the opportunity to be a national
leader,” he adds.

B2 SC-based Selah Technologies
wins $100K SBIR grant

E= Studies, surveys, reports
2 Tech Culture

E% TechJobs

E2 Telecommunications

R SC-based Revolutions Medical

“Cooperation is what has galvanized our current success. All politics is local, ~ ¢/0ses on Clear Image merger
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but the knowledge-based economy is local too. We've reached out and found = Forida-based Spectrum

E% University Tech

B Viewpoint all of these local initiatives going on that we have stitched together. It's Bridge closes $8.1M B round
gratifying to see that happen.
Ei NC-based Sensory Analytics
_ “We've talked with Norris Tolson at the NC Biotechnology Center, for instance, ~closes $1M convertible note
comparing what we’re doing and we’re doing a lot of the right things,” says financing
Mahoney. “It's better to be approximately right than precisely wrong. We're e Fuii ’
. y . e * Fujifilm Medical Syst
[I Iﬂamrnal putting the kind of return on the board that our business and political acqﬂf:e‘:,\,c?bfsaed é?n%mi
| o et Dotk paman stakeholders want to see. Systems
“Obviously, we'll be imitating other clusters around the country and avoiding &% Virginia-based ManTech buys
some of the pitfalls. But we have a racing strategy. Break fast from the gate EWA Services

and keep going. & Carl Icahn raises his stake in

You can find a bio of Mahoney and TechJournal South’s other 25 Most vahoo

Influential selections for 2008 in our archives at: E2 Early online holiday spending
up versus last year

(Requires Adobe pdf reader) ) - . )
http://techjournalsouth.com/archives/downloads/2008/11_tjs_november_08.pdf = RTP's Quintiles acquires firm

Also on the Web: www.scra.org; www.sclaunch.org BH
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